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Capturing the WIIFMs:
a citizen handbook tool for 
influencing public perception of dam 
removal and fish passage projects
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American Rivers
www.americanrivers.org
American Rivers 
protects wild rivers, 
restores damaged 
rivers, and conserves 
clean water for people 
and nature.
The problem: obsolete, maintenance-
deferred, not meeting federal purpose
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2. Status Quo
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Issues
1.Benefit-cost
2.Non-dependent 
infrastructure
3. Shift in recreation
4. Slow-motion failure
5. Aquatic habitat
6. WRDA Authorization
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Recapitalization 
estimated ~ $40 
million per 
structure
Caretaker status 
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Allegheny River Citizens’ Handbook
Target Audiences
• Pittsburgh District USACE
• NGO partners
• River interest groups
• Business interest groups
• Tourism interest groups
• Local governments
• Water purveyors
• Individuals
What’s next for Muncy?
• Use current plan update as an opportunity to 
prioritize additional study needed to determine 
the feasibility of FP TDR as a tool for multiple 
benefits
• Conduct BCA using HAZUS-MH to build scenarios 
that model potential sending and receiving areas
• Establish criteria for sending and receiving areas
• Evaluate local real estate market
• Design and implement program
• Evaluate and refine
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